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for fetishism as decadent religion. He makes much of the develop- 
ment of gods out of demons, but overlooks the reverse process and its 
psychological explanation : that is to say, the policy of deliberate 
depreciation by the conquerors of the deities of the conquered, by 
which they become demons, satyrs, deuces, etc. 

The sections on totemic and heroistic religion will demand the 
most respectful hearing, for they abound in shrewd generalizations 
and flashes of insight. The parallelisms between Christianity and 
Buddhism (pp. 497 ff.) are particularly illuminating. The preten- 
sions of monotheistic religions are laid low in this passage (p. 354) : 
"The fact is undeniable that philosophy alone really exhibits an 
absolute monotheism. A pure monotheistic belief probably never 
existed in the religion of any people, not even in that of the Israel- 
ites." Both students of comparative religion and folk literature 
will find much to ponder over in the discussion of Marchen, myths, 
sagas, and legends. A typical and suggestive generalization crops 
out of that discussion, namely, the saint legend is distinctively more 
primitive than the real heroic saga; its tendency is retrogressive, 
towards a return to the Marchen stage of myth (p. 383). 

On the whole, this is a book of great power and tremendous 
sweep, and withal highly readable. But its appeal can hardly be 
so wide as it deserves. For it is decidedly beyond the beginner, par- 
ticularly in the discussion of totemic social organization, and in gen- 
eral by its lack of summaries or other crutches. And it offers no 
inducement to the specialist except as a general review, since it 
eschews all references and bibliographies. Moreover, there are sev- 
eral rather tiresome repetitions, necessitated no doubt by the archi- 
tectural plan of the argument itself. But it should prove very valu- 
able to the general trained reader and to those workers whose inter- 
ests require an occasional foray into the field of genetic sociology. It 
offers much also to the comparative religionists. 

The translator, Professor Schaub, has rendered a notable service 
with distinction, for the text reads like an original. Here and there, 
however, slips in proof-reading mar its quality (e. g., pp. 197, 344, 
428). And I confess that the constant reiteration of the phrase 
"I refer to . . ." is a depressant. Arthur J. Todd. 

University of Minnesota. 

Man: An Adaptive Mechanism. George W. Crile. New York: 
The Macmillan Company. 1916. Pp. xvi + 387. 
Dr. Crile gives us a theoretical interpretation of the recent studies 
in the action of thyroid and adrenals viewed as part of the evolu- 
tionary explanation of life. After a preliminary statement of the 
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law of selection and many applications to the details of development 
of higher and lower organisms, the book gives a detailed theory of 
the action of what the author calls the kinetic system, — the brain, 
liver, thyroid, adrenals, and the muscles. This system is specifically 
adapted to transform potential into kinetic energy for the produc- 
tion of heat and motion. The greater portion of the book is devoted 
to the study of the effects of the brain, thyroid, and adrenals in 
hastening the energy transformations in cases of emergency, during 
emotion and fatigue, with mention of similar disturbances in disease. 

It is asserted that the tissues of the brain, adrenals, thyroid, and 
liver show the same characteristic changes in emotion, fatigue, and 
in certain diseases. This corresponds to the excessive action of these 
structures in each state. A number of generalizations makes very 
simple the explanation for many apparently complicated phenomena. 
Fatigue, excessive emotion, and many diseased conditions are due 
in the last analysis to an increase in the acid in the blood (acidosis). 
This is induced or increased by action of the thyroid and muscles, 
and normally compensated for by the liver, by the adrenals, and 
by respiration, which is automatically increased by the stimulation 
of the medullary centers by the acid of the blood. Many interest- 
ing corollaries of this theory are noted in connection with medical 
and surgical practise. 

Some of the general statements seem not justified by present 
knowledge, however suggestive they may be as hypotheses. Thus the 
Nissl bodies are identified with adrenalin; it is suggested that 
nervous action may be due to electric interchange between the 
acid tissue of the brain and the alkaline tissues of the periphery; 
and that unconsciousness accompanies excessive acidosis, because 
when the difference in potential between center and periphery is 
thus reduced to zero, nervous impulses no longer pass. In spite of 
or perhaps because of these extreme hypotheses and marked simpli- 
fication of explanation, the volume will prove interesting and 
stimulating to the cautious reader. 

W. B. PlLLSBUEY. 

University of Michigan. 
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REVISTA DE PILOSOFIA. March, 1917. Los que pasaban 
(pp. 161-202) : Paul Geoussac. -An account of the life and influ- 
ence of Pedro Goyena. El espiritu segun Bergson (pp. 203-214) : 
Enrique Molina. -Instead of the mystery of the transformations of 
energy produced in the brain cells, Bergson adduces the still greater 



